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It is difficult to overstate the influence of Jargen Moltmann on modern Christian theol-
ogy. Shidents who have never read his original works are often surprised to find how
resonant his theology is with contemporary concerns; this is largely because his ideas
have influenced so many currents in European and North American theology (e.g.,
political theology, liberation theology, eschatological theology, trinitarian theology,
feminist theology, and theologies of the cross). Kohl's concise reader offers the first
English-language collection of many of Moltmann's major works.

The collection is clearly designed for Moltmann novices, ideal for advanced under-
graduates or seminary students. Excerpting eight substantial works of theology into
approximately 30-40 page selections is no easy task. K.'s incisive inclusions show a
masterful knowledge of Moltmann's corpus. Reading the collection straight through
immerses one in the power and pathos of Moltmann's theological imagination, while
also suggesting the variety and experimentation in his thinking over time.

Of course, few people read collections from cover to cover. And reading 30 pages
of The Crucified God (1974) or Theology of Hope (1967) is more of a sprinkling than
a full immersion. As with any reader, the excellent selections belie the absence of other
important works: most notably the ecclesial works, The Church in the Power of the
Spirit (1977) or The Open Church (1978), and Moltmann's own reflections on
theological method, Experiences in Theology (2000). One must hope that an initial
encounter with these writings will prompt students to deeper engagement with the full
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texts of the works represented and the broader corpus. As a pedagogical resource, this
elegant reader is an excellent and much needed invitation to do just that.
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